
JETS – Japanese Expeditionary Travel Scholarship

The Japanese Expeditionary Travel Scholarship (JETS) is a special fund created for the purpose of assisting 
a European science fiction fan, elected by popular vote of other European science fiction fans, to travel to and 
attend Nippon 2007, the 65th World Science Fiction Convention which will be held on 30 August to 3 
September 2007 in Yokohama.

It will be funded by a grant of at least £1,000 from Interaction, the 63rd World Science Fiction Convention, and 
by the fees paid by those fans who choose to vote.

This is a one-off race and there will be no ongoing administration required by the winning candidate after the 
trip. However, there is an expectation that the winner will produce some form of report about their trip – not 
least to inform and/or entertain those voters who weren't able to make the trip themselves – within a year.

The nomination and voting process will be administered for Interaction by the League of Fan Funds (LFF), 
which currently consists of Claire Brialey, Alison Scott, and Flick. 

Who may vote? Voting is open to any science fiction fan who is based in Europe and who
- has been active in fandom since before 1 January 2005; and/or 
- who was a member of Interaction, 

and who contributes at least £3 or 5 euros to the fund alongside their vote (see below for PayPal voting fees.) 
If you are unsure about your eligibility, please contact an administrator (see below).

Fees and donations: Voting fees will be passed to the winning candidate along with the funds provided by 
Interaction. LFF gratefully accepts any additional donation of money for the winner.

Please make sterling cheques payable to ‘League of Fan Funds’ and euro cheques payable to ‘Vincent 
Docherty’. You may also pay by PayPal (alison@kittywompus.com), but if you choose to do this we ask you to 
contribute at least £4 or 6 euros instead of the fee above, as we will incur administration charges; please 
make sure that you give all of the information requested on the ballot form below in your email. 

Deadline: Votes in this race must reach the administrators by midnight (British Summer Time), Friday 13 April 
2007. A result and voting breakdown will be announced as soon as possible after this date.

Voting details: JETS uses a preferential ballot system (similar to TAFF and GUFF) which guarantees 
automatic run-offs until a winner with an overall majority is obtained. Voters should rank the candidates in the 
exact order of preference for them (1 for first choice, 2 for second choice etc.), but do not have to rank every 
candidate. If no candidate gets an overall majority from the first place votes, the first place votes for the 
lowest-ranking candidate will be dropped and those ballots reallocated to the remaining candidates according 
to their second place votes. This process continues until one candidate has a majority. Voters may wish to 
bear in mind that preferences after the first place are thus likely to be significant in selecting the winner.

Only one ballot will be counted for any voter in JETS. If you submit more than one ballot, the most recent will 
be considered to be your final voting preference.

‘No preference’ is an option for voters who don’t wish to choose between candidates at some stage in their 
voting. You can vote ‘No preference’ in first place if you wish to contribute to the fund but don’t want to support 
a specific candidate; you can also vote ‘No preference’ after ranking some of the candidates. ‘No preference’ 
cannot win and will never be eliminated, so there is no point ranking candidates after ‘No preference’. There is 
no option for ‘Hold Over Funds’ because this is a one-off race.

Candidates: Each candidate has posted a bond promising – barring Acts of God – to travel, if elected, to 
Nippon 2007, and has provided validated nominations and a platform (listed at the end).

Please read all of this ballot before voting. Send all the pages as your vote. If voting electronically, 
please ensure you provide all the details you would need to fill in on this form.

For more information on JETS and on the League of Fan Funds, visit: www.astralpole.org
Please contact the administrators (by post at 59 Shirley Road, Croydon, Surrey CR0 7ES, or by email at 
lff@astralpole.org) if you have any queries.
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